42    NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

tance. This contact with the great communities
beyond the seas broadened the outlook of one who
until that time had been associated principally with
Radical Little Englanders, and planted in him the
fertile seeds of Imperialism. He met too Mary
Endicott, daughter of President Cleveland; though
she was about thirty years his junior, they fell in love,
and in 1888 were married. The result was not only
a gayer and more cheerful Joseph Chamberlain, but
the introduction of a new and charming element
into the Chamberlain family circle, who quickly
won all hearts. Sir Austen Chamberlain wrote of
her: ''She was younger than my eldest sister and
myself and she came from a,different world; but
she stepped so naturally into ours that soon she
became the centre of our family life almost as much
as my father himself." The charm and distinction
of the then Mrs. Joseph Chamberlain have survived
for the present generation in the person of Mrs.
Carnegie, wife of Canon Carnegie, Chaplain to the
Speaker.

All these things contributed to make life pleasant
at home for the quiet student at Mason College.
He continued with his country walks; and the love
of flowers and of gardening was, as we have seen,
a common interest of the Chamberlains. He was not
perhaps by nature as intensive or as general a reader
as his brother, but at this time he read a good deal,
especially Shakespeare. He had too a considerable
taste for music, and being himself a fair performer
on the piano, it was not unknown for him to play
Mendelssohn and Beethoven to the family circle.
He benefited, too, by the love of travel which his
first visit to the United States had aroused in Joseph
Chamberlain, and at the age of twenty made his
first long trip abroad, accompanying his father and
stepmother on a trip to Egypt which they made